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Happy Holidays from the Main Street family to your family!

Thank you for making this a terrific year for the theatre.
Because of you Main Street Players has become a cornerstone
of the revitalization of our historic downtown.  As we continue to 
celebrate our 15th Season, we applaud you for your support and 
dedication to making Main Street a destination for our city.   Over 
the past years the theatre has attracted between 30 and 40,000 
people to the downtown area. This helps generate dollars not only 
for the theatre but also for surrounding businesses and restaurants.  
Main Street is committed to promoting downtown and helping to 
boost our economy by spending our dollars locally. We are proud of 
our community and proud to have a part in enhancing the quality of 
life through the arts.

We look now to a new year filled with endless possibilities. We are 
excited about our upcoming shows and new endeavors planned for 
2016. You will be hearing more about these in the coming weeks. 

Now sit back and get ready to have fun when the Sanders Family 
returns to Mount Pleasant for a downhome Christmas Celebration.

Enjoy,

A Message from the Artistic Director



All of The Major Playwrights
       Bank with United Bank.

w w w.accessun i t ed.com

Equal Housing Lender

Bill Shakespeare, United Bank Customer Since 1584



December 3 - 13, 2015
Written by

Connie Ray
Conceived by
Alan Bailey

Musical Arrangements by
John Foley and Gary Fagin

Director ........................................................................Billy Bishop
Set Design ...................................................................... BJ Hughes
Costume Design .................... Billy Bishop and Kelsey Tinsman
Set Construction ..........................................................B.J. Hughes
  Karen Stanford
  Riley Barton
  Jayne Mouchet
  Janice Aiken
  Ray Crossnine 
  Emory Schroeter 
  Billy Bishop 
  Bryson Holloway
Lighting Design/Technician ................................... Curtis Brown
  Jenna Snidemiller
Publicity ...................................................................Clark Douglas

SETTING
The play takes place at Mount Pleasant Baptist Church,
North Carolina, located just west of Hickory near the Blue Ridge 
Mountains. It is Wednesday night, December 24, 1941, 
eighteen days after Pearl Harbor and FDR’s declaration of war.

“Sanders Family Christmas” is presented by special arrangement 
with SAMUEL FRENCH, INC.

v



Proposed New Downtown Council Logo

Merry Christmas

& 

Happy New Year



The Players

Act I

15-minute intermission

Act II
Mervin Oglethorpe (Pastor) ................................. Bryson Holloway

Burl Sanders (Father) .......................................................Billy Bishop

Vera Sanders (Mother)................................................Georgia Olson

Stanley Sanders (Uncle) .................................................. Brian Olson

Dennis Sanders (twin brother of Denise) ....................... Jamie Hall

Denise Sanders (twin sister of Dennis) ..................Kelsey Tinsman

June Sanders (Sister) ......................................... Catherine Holloway

Betty Jean Edmunds (Church Pianist) ....................... Kelsey Bishop

Rufus Pendergrass (Church Deacon) .............................Bobby Hall

115 North Hill St. Griffin, GA. 30223

“Sanders Family Christmas” is presented by special arrangement with SAMUEL FRENCH, INC.
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Brad Fowler and Camelot Theatre, Griffin Ballet 
Theatre, The Griffin Daily News, Betsy Harris, Blackshear 
Photography, Gloria Stahr, Barb Panick, Taylor Beall,  
Neil & Marian Sorensen, Margaret Clemonds, Joy Gaddy, 
Nancy Beall, Brian & Carlee Love, Nan Carley, Clark 
Douglas, Spencer O’Brien, Monica & Clay Jacobs, Janelle 
Taylor, Ray Crossnine, Karen Standford, Margaret 
Clemons, Janice Aiken, Jayne Mouchet, Riley Barton, 
James Stroud, Louisa Melton, Nick Clark, WHIE, and 
WKEU.  So many wonderful people who have given so 
much to make this happen.  Bless you all!

Special Thanks

Board of Directors

Norma Richardson
President

Donnie Beall
Board Chairman

Joe McKaughan
Member Emeritus

Marian Sorensen
Secretary

Janice Aiken

Susan Brigden

Robert Chauncey

Marcia Collins

Janet Prothro

Janice Wallace

John Parente

In an effort to keep our theater looking its best, we ask 
that you please refrain from bringing anything other than 

bottled water into the auditorium.



We Deliver!
Bakery & Sweet Shoppe

770-233-4455

thecookiejargriffin@gmail.com
The cookiejargriffin.com

215 S. 6th Street
Griffin, GA 30224

•  Homemade Ice Cream
•  Cookies & Cupcakes
•  Cakes & Cookie Cakes
•  Old-fashioned Candy
•  Gift Baskets & Trays

www.ChickenHouseConfitures.com

Gourmet - Foodie- Marketplace

678-603-1064

@ The Broad Street Mill 
324 E.Broad Street 

Griffin, Georgia 30223



BILLY BISHOP (Burl Sanders/Director) draws on 
extensive operatic and theatrical experience as well as 
vocal training from Mercer University. Billy completed 
a Master of Music degree in Church Music at Mercer’s 
Townsend School of Music in 2012, where he also 
received his Bachelor of Arts degree in Music in 2009. 
As an actor, Billy performs frequently with Macon 

Little Theatre and has portrayed the roles of Amos in Kander and 
Ebb’s Chicago, Ernie Cusak in Neil Simon’s Rumors, Warnock Waldgrave 
in Larry Shue’s The Nerd, William Gillette in Ken Ludwig’s The 
Game’s Afoot, and most recently the Ghost of John Barrymore in Paul 
Rudnick’s I Hate Hamlet. Other stage credits include Ben Hecht in 
Hutchinson’s Moonlight and Magnolias, Leonato in Shakespeare’s Much 
Ado About Nothing, John Dickinson in Edwards’ 1776, Isidor Straus 
in Yeston’s Titanic: a New Musical and Uncle Max in Rodgers and 
Hammerstein’s The Sound of Music. As a director, Billy has previously 
led productions of Sanders Family Christmas and Amadeus. For the past 
two years, he has also served as director of Macon Has Talent, an annual 
benefit supporting Macon’s cat rescue, Kitty City. Billy is a realtor with 
Properties Plus Realty, maintains a private voice studio in Macon, and 
currently serves as Director of Music at Mt. Zion Baptist Church. 

KELSEY BISHOP (Betty Jean Edmunds) received her 
Bachelor of Music degree in Piano Performance from 
Mercer University in May of 2014, where she studied 
with Dr. Ian Altman. She was also a member of the 
university’s touring choir, The Mercer Singers. In her 
final year she studied organ with Dr. Jack Mitchener 
to assist her in her position as organist at Mt. Zion 

Baptist Church, where she has served since January of 2013. She most 
recently completed a program of study through Salem College in Injury- 
Preventative Piano Techniques with teacher Barbara Lister-Sink and is 
now preparing to begin her Master’s degree. Her most recent projects 
include playing for Macon Little Theatre’s production of Spitfire Grill 
and Gordon College’s production of Gift of the Magi. 

The Players
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CONSTITUTION DAY

-

day, Sept. 11, donated $1,000 to the 
-

rorism memorial to Veterans Memorial 

Chamber of Commerce, the project 

will be dedicated to local citizens who 

paid the ultimate price in the Global 

War on Terrorism. “This is the most sig-

said Committee Chairman Ricky Todd, 

adding that the goal for the dedica-

tion of the memorial is Memorial Day 

2015. “It’s kind of ambitious, but with 

folks like (Rotarians) behind us, we can 

make it happen.” Pictured from left are 

committee members Philip Smith, 

Allan Imes, Jim King, Todd and Rotary 

THOMAS HOEFER/DAILY NEWS

City OKs 
renovations 

Gri f f in  wi l l  be  spending 

$96,219.68 for renovations and 

repairs to two of three city fire sta-

tions.  sriaper eht rof gnidnuf ehT
come from fire bond accounts orig-

inally created in the early 1960s 

for the funding of two more fire 

stations, stations 3 and 4, explained 

City Attorney Drew Whalen. Only  

SEE CITY/PAGE A2

BY RAY LIGHTNER
STAFF WRITER 

County is scheduled 

to set tax rate Monday

Spalding County is scheduled to 

set the property tax rate at Monday’s 

meeting.
As proposed, the net rate would 

remain the same at 16.01 mills, but 

because of the decrease in the county’s 

tax digest from $1.4 billion to $1.36 bil-

lion, that same net rate is projected to 

bring in 3.21 percent or about $721,672 

less than last year. A mill equals $1 for 

every $1,000 of taxable property.

Last year, the county commission-

ers raised the millage rate by 1 mill, 

from 15.01 to 16.01, bringing in an 

additional $1,518,018 in property tax 

revenue. The actual millage rate for 

last year was 19.704 mills with a roll-

back of 3.694 mills, while for 2014, the 

proposed rate will be 19.694 mills with 

a rollback of 3.607 mills.

The resolution the commission-

ers are scheduled to vote on Monday  

SEE TAX/PAGE A2

BY RAY LIGHTNER
STAFF WRITER 

THOMAS HOEFER/DAILY NEWS

Ret. Sgt. Roy Pugh, a lifelong resident of Spalding County, was the long glass presenter during the commissioning ceremony of 

the Coast Guard Cutter Raymond Evans on Sept. 6 in Key West, Fla. Pugh’s Marine Corps unit was saved by Evans and Douglas 

Monro on Sept. 27, 1942, when it was trap

In the midst of World War II, a gruesome fight took place 

between United States Marines and enemy Japanese forces 

on Sept. 27, 1942, on Guadalcanal. The fighting on the 

Pacific Ocean island eventually reached a point where the 

Marine Corps unit was being overrun.
t’nod uoy ,dab os pu tohs tog eW“
 forget that,” said ret. 

Sgt. Roy Pugh, a lifelong resident of Spalding County who 

was part of the Marines unit at the t
 ,ti tegrof ot yrt I“ .emi

but I can’t.”

SEE GUEST/PAGE A2

Local WWII vet special guest 

at commissioning ceremony
BY THOMAS HOEFER

STAFF WRITER 

In anticipation of Constitution 

Day, observed on Sept. 17, members 

of the Georgia congressional del-

egation are asking elementary and 

middle schools teachers to take an 

hour out of their school day to high-

light the importance of this founding 

document.
Senators Saxby Chambliss and 

Johnny Isakson, as well as Repre-

sentatives Jack Kingston (District 

1), L ynn Westmoreland (District 

3), Austin 

Scott (Dis-

t r i c t  8 ) , 

Doug Col-

l ins (Dis-

t r i c t  9 ) , 

Paul Broun 

( D i s t r i c t 

1 0 )  a n d 

Phi l  Gin -

grey (Dis-

t r i c t  1 1 ) 

encourage 

t e a c h e r s 

across the 

S t a t e  o f 

G e o r g i a 

to educate 

students on 

the impor-

tance of the U.S. Constitution and its 

role in the federal government.

Westmoreland, who’s Third 

District includes Spalding County, 

said, “227 years ago, our Founding 

Fathers signed the United States 
 ecalp ni tup dna noitutitsnoC
princi-

ples to strengthen our freedoms and 

democracy through a system of lim-

ited government. The framers of the 

Constitution instituted checks and 

balances so we are reminded that 

this is a government of the people, 

by the people, for the people, and we 

have a responsibility to protect our 

liberty and freedom.” tseW ,ssergnoC fo rebmem a sA
-

moreland said, “I swore an oath to 

support and defend the Constitution. 

I take this oath very seriously. I will  

SEE DOCUMENT/PAGE A2

Teachers 
urged to 
focus on 

document 
Sept. 17

BY RAY LIGHTNER
STAFF WRITER 

“The framers of the 

Constitution 
instituted checks 

and balances so we 

are reminded that 

this is a government 

of the people, by the 

people, for the 
people, and we have 

a responsibility to 

protect our liberty 

and freedom.”

— Lynn Westmoreland

Georgia senator, District 3

The City of Griffin is push-
ing some $8.1 million in projects 
back to 2015.

At Tuesday’s meeting, the 
city commissioners voted on 
amending the fiscal year 2014 

budget, which ended June 30, by 
$8,989,490.56, and amending the 
fiscal year 2015 budget, which 
began July 1, by $8,182,427.56 to 
roll over projects from FY 2014 
to be completed in FY 2015.

There was no discussion and 
the rollover was unanimously 
approved. The projects had been 

budgeted for in fiscal year 2014, 
but will not be competed until 
the current fiscal year. The roll-
overs, by funding include:

• $23,669 at the current air-
port, which includes $10,329 for 
Runway 32 obstruction removal,  

SEE PROJECTS/PAGE A2

 
in projects to 2015

BY RAY LIGHTNER
STAFF WRITER 
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RAY LIGHTNER/DAILY NEWS

Street closed between Greenview and Oakdale drives during the investigation.

RAY LIGHTNER/DAILY NEWS
-

sioners upon his retirement after 31 years with the city. He 
-

ed Ellis with the award at Tuesday’s city commission meeting, 

Starting on Monday, Aug. 18, City of 
Griffin utility customers will be able to 
select the date that their utility statement 
will be due.

In a workshop last month with the city 
commissioners, Griffin Electric Director 
Bill Bosch said flexible billing days was 
something the commissioners tasked him 
with and something customers asked for 
daily. “The reason we can now offer this 
service is the completion of our automat-
ed metering projects for both electric and 
water,” Bosch said.

“In the past, electric and water meters 

were read manually,” he said, “and had to 
be read by specific routes for efficiency. 
Our AMI/AMR electric and water meters 
give us the ability to read the meters on 
demand, eliminating the need for routes 
based on meter location.”

The select the billing date program 
is only available to customers who have 
city provided electric and/or water. Cus-
tomers with county water service will 
not qualify as the county has not opted 
to install the remote radio read water 
meters, Bosch explained.

County water meters are read via radio 
waves due cellular “dead spots” in the 
county, explained Griffin Citizen Engage-
ment Specialist Alvin Huff. “Using the 

radio waves was more economical due 
to the estimated cost of building new cell 
towers. Radio waves require meter read-
ers, so billing dates for customers along 
these routes are scheduled in advance.” 
Four different due dates are being offered 
for city customers — the third, 10th, 17th 
or 23rd of the month, with the goal being 
to help the due date coincide with the cus-
tomer’s income stream. These due dates 

will be adjusted slightly as necessary to 
accommodate weekends and holidays.

“We realize that many individu-
als receive only one income check per 
month,” Bosch said. “By timing the due 
date with the income check, we are hop-
ing that this will help our customers avoid 
late fees and possible disconnection of 
service.”

To assist customers in selecting the 
most advantageous due date, the city 
recommends that customers make an 
appointment to come in and meet with 
a customer service representative. The 
representative will review a calendar that  

SEE OPTIONS/PAGE A2

Smart meters mean due date options
BY RAY LIGHTNER

STAFF WRITER TO CALL
For more information or to schedule 

an appointment to set up a new due date, 
call Customer Service at 770-229-6403.

Griffin Police apprehended the suspect in a 
shooting on Meriwether Street Wednesday after-
noon.

According to Griffin Police Chief Steven Hea-
ton, police were dispatched to the area at 1:13 
p.m., regarding shots fired. Officers responded 
two minutes later to 1416 Meriwether St., Rob-
ert’s Collision in reference to the shooting.

Upon their arrival, it was discovered that an 
altercation had taken place between a custom-
er and one of the employees which resulted in 
the employee being shot one time in the chest. 
Police identified the victim as Robert Murry 
Jr., 39, of Griffin, who was life flighted to Atlanta 
Medical Center and his condition was listed as 
critical, police said at 5:30 p.m.

The suspect fled the scene on foot, and police 
were given a description of the suspect who was 
spotted in the 400 block of Hammond Drive.  

SEE SUSPECT/PAGE A2

Shooting 
suspect caught 

Wednesday 

BY RAY LIGHTNER
STAFF WRITER 

T h e  G r i f f i n  P o l i c e 
D e p a r t m e n t  ( G P D ) 
responded to a residence 
on Sibley Street Thursday 
in reference to a fight that 
had already taken place.

When of ficers arrived 
at the scene, they made 
contact with 42-year-old Melinda Ward, of Grif-
fin, who stated that a vehicle was driving fast 
down her street and she shouted for it to slow 
down.

According to a GPD incident report, Ward 
further stated that when the vehicle stopped, 

a woman — later identi-
fied as 22-year-old Crystal 
Wyatt, of Grif fin — exit-
ed the car and assaulted 
Ward.

Having a large bruise 
over her left eye that was 
beginning to swell, Ward 
was treated by EMS while 
being told by police to 

stay where she was, so officers could make 
contact with Wyatt.

Wyatt reportedly told police that she did 
fight with Ward because Ward had assaulted  

SEE FIGHTS/PAGE A2

FROM STAFF REPORTS Crystal Wyatt reportedly told police 

Ward because Ward had assaulted 
her 28-year-old boyfriend. She 
added that she made a mistake 

should have walked away.

1872-2015
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TUESDAY Second Baptist Church is holding 
an English as a Second Language 
class beginning Aug. 13. For more 
information, call 770-355-0686.

Former SHS standout 
Davin White 

Championship.
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SUBMITTED PHOTO
Donna Marlow and her husband, Greg, recently won the $500,000 
top prize in the Georgia Lottery’s 21 Black Series instant game.

SUBMITTED PHOTO

education and screenings for children ages 12 and under. Pictured is LaTrea Saunders with her grandson, Maison, who 
is getting a dental screening.

Colgate’s “Bright Smiles, Bright 
Futures” Mobile Dental Van has 
a partnership with Kroger’s retail 
stores to provide the free dental 
education and screenings for chil-
dren ages 12 and under on Colgate’s 
state of the ar t dental of fice on 
wheels.

On July 31, Colgate’s Mobile 
Dental Van visited the Grif fin 
Kroger store and the dental profes-
sionals from the Hope Health Clinic 

and Southern Crescent Technical 
College volunteered to provide den-
tal screenings and oral health edu-
cation to the children who visited 
the Mobile Dental Van.

This event was a great kick-off 
for the Grif fin-Spalding County 
School System’s dental program. 
The dental program is a collabora-
tion between the Grif fin-Spalding 
County School system and Hope 
Health Clinic of Spalding County.

Enrollment forms are sent home 
with the students at the beginning 

of the school year. Children enrolled 
in the dental program are able to 
see a dentist during school hours.

Transportation to Hope Health 
Clinic is provided by the school sys-
tem. 

Services provided include clean-
ings, X-Rays and, if necessary, den-
tal procedures, such as fillings, seal-
ants and extractions.

Anyone interested in the den-
tal program and did not receive an 
application should his or her school 
nurse.

Dental van helps local youths
FROM STAFF REPORTS

Sonya Gaither has been 
named director of the High-
tower Library and professor 
of library science at Gordon 
State College. Gaither comes 
to Gordon State from Geor-
gia Souther n University, 
where she was the librar y 
assessment officer.

According to a  news 
release, Gaither earned her 
educational doctorate in edu-
cational administration from 
Georgia Southern University, 
a master’s degree in library 
ser vice from Clark-Atlanta 
University and a bachelor’s 
degree in computer science 
with a minor in mathematics 
from LaGrange College.

“I was drawn to Gor-
don because I saw this as 
a greater challenge, and I 
felt very at home here,” she 
said. “This also af fords me 
an opportunity to be closer 
to my family who live in the 
College Park and Atlanta 
areas.”

Gaither became interested 
in libraries through her late 
godparents, Frank and Laura 
Lewis. Frank Lewis was the 
long-time librar y director 
at LaGrange College while 
Laura worked in the college’s 
admission office. 

T h e  L a G r a n g e  C o l -
lege librar y was dedicated 
the Frank and Laura Lewis 

Librar y in their honor in 
2009.

“He hired me as a student 
assistant,” she said. “When I 
realized that you could use a 
computer in library work, I 
was hooked.”

She enjoys spending time 
with her family, going to the 
movies, bowling and reading 
a variety of books.

“I can’t really name a 
favorite,” she says. “I lean 
toward motivational and 
inspirational themes but I 
also have a bad habit of start-
ing books and moving on to a 
different book before finish-
ing the first one.”

After nearly 40 years, 

Hightower Library is about 
to undergo a major facelift, 
which will include refreshing 
and updating the interior and 
creating a book repository on 
the first floor of Guillebeau 
Hall, which is behind the 
library on Stafford Avenue.

Gaither is excited about 
growing the library’s collec-
tion to better support Gor-
don’s growing academic pro-
grams.

“I want to make sure that 
students and faculty know 
that this is the library and we 
have many things to offer,” 
she said. “I’d like to start a

SEE LIBRARY/PAGE A2

Gordon State College 
names new library director

FROM STAFF REPORTS

Spalding had considered appointing two 
new study committees — one on renaming 
the Senior Center and the other of the fee for 
the mobile restrooms — but opted not to.

Both matters along with updates on sum-
mer programs will be part of the Spalding 
County Parks and Recreation Advisory Com-
mission’s agenda this Thursday. 

The advisory commission meets at 6 p.m. 
at the Senior Center.

The matters were sent back or tabled by 
the county commissioners after questions by 
commissioners why another committee was 
being created. County Commissioner Gwen 
Flowers-Taylor questioned why the county 
was appointing a committee to study renam-
ing the Senior Center after the late Parks and 
Recreation Superintendent Louis Greene.

“Why are we creating a committee?” she 
asked. “We created a policy that sets the stan-
dards, either it meets the policy or it doesn’t.”

County Manager Wilson Jr., said, “the pol-
icy states the Board of Commissioners can 
appoint a committee.”

Flowers-Taylor asked, “does it say ‘can’ or 
‘shall’ appoint?”

Wilson looked it up and confirmed, “can 
appoint, if you so choose.”

SEE STUDY/PAGE A2

County 
won’t pick 

study 
panels

BY RAY LIGHTNER

A Griffin woman is revved up 
with excitement, welcoming a 
half-million dollar prize from the 
Georgia Lottery. 

Donna Marlow, 52, played 
the new instant game 21 Black 
Series, winning a $500,000 top 
prize.

Marlow’s husband, Greg, 
purchased the winning ticket, 
and she claimed the prize at 

Georgia Lottery headquarters 
in Atlanta.

Shell Food Mart, 1200 Zebu-
lon Road in Griffin, sold the win-
ning ticket.

The couple, who celebrated 
their 18th wedding anniversa-
ry earlier this month, was sur-
prised over their good fortune.

As her husband scratched the 
ticket in the car, the discovery

SEE LOTTERY/PAGE A2

excited by $500,000 
lottery ticket

SUBMITTED STORY

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Sonya Gaither has been named director of the Hightower 
Library and professor of library science at Gordon State College. 
“I was drawn to Gordon because I saw this as a greater chal-
lenge, and I felt very at home here,” she said.
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SUBMITTED PHOTO

Moore Elementary School students from Ms. Henderson’s fourth-grade class recently 

t are growing in the school’s Outdoor Class-

room. Students found that observations of the leaves and the fruit determined the vari-

ety. Students also found out that the color makes 

took the grapes into the classroom and washed them.

Outdoor Classroom yields instructive harvest

started in the garage late Monday night 
destroyed a home on Satilla Court in Sun City Peachtree. Neighorbors 

and condo-lences to Bar-bara Renda (center) who got out of the house unharmed just after 11:15 p.m., with her hus-band Dan and their three dogs.
RAY LIGHTNER/DAILY NEWS

GRIFFIN POLICE DEPARTMENT

Kenneth Greg Owens, 37, the 
man accused of kidnapping his 
two children Kenneth Luke, 11, 
and Kaden, 9, is in custody.According to a release by the 

Griffin Police Department (GPD), 
Owens contacted a Grif fin attor-
ney Tuesday morning, and the 
attorney in return contacted the 
GPD, making arrangements for 
Owens to turn himself in and his 
children over to the state.Early afternoon on Tuesday, 

two officers from the GPD’s Spe-
cial Investigations Unit made con-

tact with Owens in the attorney’s 
office and took him into custody 
without incident, the release stat-
ed.

In addition, GPD Investigator 
Kelly McKinney took custody of 
the two children, who reportedly 
appeared to be in good health at the 
time of their recovery. McKinney has 
since placed them in the care and 
custody of the Department of Family 
and Children Services.Owens was transported to Spald-

ing County Jail, where he is currently 
being held on two counts of kidnap-
ping, two counts of interference with 
child custody, three counts of cruelty 

to children in the first degree and 
additional, unrelated warrants.Prior to Owens’ arrest, GPD inves-

tigators had been following up on 
leads regarding the possible location 
of Owens and his two missing chil-
dren. Numerous locations in the west 
central Georgia area were checked 
throughout the night.The incident began with an Aug. 

25 court order that was issued, order-
ing Owens’ and Kelly Bunn’s two 
children into the custody of the state. 
Just prior to the court date, Owens 
fled Griffin with his two sons and 
had been on the run with them ever 
since.

Man in custody accused of kidnapping his sonsFROM STAFF REPORTS

Airport still waiting on FAA decision
The Grif fin Spalding Airport Authority is 

 laredeF eht morf lavorppa lanfi no gnitiaw llits
Aviation Administration on plans for the new 

airport.
“I called Carla Sands at GDOT to get an 

update,” said Airport Authority Chairman Dick 

Morrow. “We’ve not received enough pounds 

of federal check marks yet. When the feds get 

tired of trivia games, we’ll get an announce-

ment.”
The current airport did get good news from 

another state agency, the Georgia Environmen-

tal Protection Division, and airport officials will 

be able to close one of the monitoring wells at 

the airport.

SEE AIRPORT/PAGE A2

BY RAY LIGHTNERSTAFF WRITER 

The Grif fin Police Department 
(GPD) responded to an apartment on 
Ruth Street Sunday at about 6:30 p.m. 
in reference to a domestic disturbance 
still in progress.When police officers arrived at 

the scene, they made contact with a 
52-year-old male — later identified as 
Charles Goodman, of Griffin — and 
the 40-year-old female victim, who 
were arguing with each other in the 
parking lot of the apartments.According to a GPD incident 

report, Goodman advised police that 
he got into an argument with the 
female about her improperly dressed 
in the presence of company and her 
needing to put clothes on. He further 
advised that the female pushed him 
at the top of the stairs, causing him to 
slip down the stairs.Police then spoke to the female, 

who had been advised to walk back 
inside the residence.

 namdooG taht detats elamef ehT
had begun to argue with her, became 
threatening and acted as if he was 
going to punch her. She further stated 
that Goodman had pushed her, so she 
pushed him back.Goodman eventually locked the 

door, grabbed a knife from the kitch-
en, threatened the female and refused 
to allow her to leave, she stated in 
the report. Goodman’s son and the 
female’s son were able to unlock the 
door when they arrived home.Police then went back outside to 

search Goodman for weapons and 
ask him to turn around. Officers then 
advised him that he was under arrest.

Goodman reportedly began to act 
in an aggressive manner when police 
attempted to place him in handcuffs. SEE DISPUTE/PAGE A2

FROM STAFF REPORTS

The two residents and their 
three dogs got out unharmed 
from a house fire late Monday 
night on Satilla Court in Sun City 
Peachtree.

Dan and Barbara Renda were 
in their bedroom watching the 
football game, Barbara Renda 
told neighbors Tuesday morning.

“Dan got up and smelled 
smoke,” she said, “just before 
opening the bedroom door, he 
could see smoke rolling in under 
the door.”

When he opened the door she 
said, “he couldn’t see anything, it 
was filled with smoke.”He checked the garage, saw 

 ot reh rof delley eh dna semafl
get out. They grabbed their three 
small dogs who were in the bed-
room with them, and went out 
the only way they could, the front 
door, she told the neighbors.Next door neighbor Bob Oer-

tel said he saw the flames and 
ran to their front door. The Ren-
das, he said, yelled at him from 
across the street, “Bob, we’re 
over here.”

SEE FIRE/PAGE A2

BY RAY LIGHTNERSTAFF WRITER 
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The annual no-cost Community Conference 
for Seniors will be Tuesday, Sept. 23, at the 
Spalding Senior Center from 9:30 a.m., to 2 p.m.

The conference is sponsored by the Senior 
Issues Committee of the Spalding County Col-
laborative Authority for Families & Children. It 
includes speak-ers who will bring informa-tion of interest to seniors, care-givers and all concerned.
B r e a k f a s t and lunch will be provided. There will be a time of fun and fellowship. The tentative sched-

ule begins at 9:30 a.m., with breakfast, spon-
sored by Eternal Hope Hospice and Amedysis.

At 9:50 a.m., an introduction to the Spalding 
County Collaborative Authority for Families & 
Children is planned, followed by “Medications 
and You” at 10 a.m., by Dr. Perry Buffington, an 
adjunct professor with the Franklin College of 
Arts and Sciences’ program on the University 
of Georgia Griffin Campus. Buffington, teaches 
classes in psychology and psychopharmacol-
ogy, as well as continuing education classes for 
mental health professionals. His area of exper-
tise is minimizing physchopharmalogic errors.

From 11 to 11:15 a.m., Spalding County 
Senior Center Director Jo Ellis will lead “Let’s 
Move,” followed by a session on advanced 
directives, from 11:15 a.m., to noon, by Libby 
Overly, clinical social worker at Brightmoor 
Hospice.

From noon to 1 p.m., there will be an intro-
duction of vendors and lunch sponsored by 
Brightmore Hospice. Exhibitors will be on hand 
to present and explain their offerings in the vari-
ous areas.

rb-eci na htiw hcnul wollof lliw sillE

eaker 
from 1 to 1:15 p.m. Then Lt. Tony Thomason 
from the Griffin Police Department will conduct 
a session on fraud from 1:15 to 1:45 p.m.Door prizes will be given at the end of the 
conference, with a time for that scheduled from 
1:45 to 2 p.m.

Senior Issues Conference on Sept. 23
BY RAY LIGHTNERSTAFF WRITER 

Griffin granted variances for the proposed Bojangles restaurant at the corner of South 15th and West Tay-lor streets.
City Manager Kenny Smith said “Grif fin Downtown Development Director Kenwin Hayes has been reaching out to franchises we don’t have in the city. This is one of the first.”

LaCraw Engineering is working with the applicant and at the city’s request, will push the project back about 10 feet and reduce the num-ber of parking spaces down to 40 to get additional landscaping in at the corner. Moving the project back 

r e q u i r e d  a rear set back r e d u c t i o n from 30 to 20 feet, but restored the f u l l  b u f f e r on the front, which some of  the c i ty commission-ers had asked for.
T h e request had included eliminating the side setback and landscaping along 15th Street, but Smith said, the right of way on South 15th is only 40 feet, not 50 as 

 taht os ,teertS rolyaT fo htron si ti

variance was not needed. Smi th  sa id the project c o m b i n e s four lots into one for the r e s t a u r a n t with a drive-through and parking.
City Com-m i s s i o n e r Doug Hol l -berg noted it still leaves one lot between the res-taurant at 828 West Taylor St., and Anderson’s Cafeteria.

SEE BOJANGLES/PAGE A2

for new BojanglesBY RAY LIGHTNERSTAFF WRITER 

THOMAS HOEFER/DAILY NEWS

Richard Judy spoke to the Rotary Club of

t 15,000 people to have hiked the 

entire Appalachian Trail.

The Appalachian Trail stretches almost 2,200 miles 
from Springer Mountain in Georgia to Mount Katahdin 
in Maine, crossing 14 states and requiring about five 
million footsteps to complete. Only about 15,000 people have report-ed hiking the entire trail, and one of them, Richard Judy, visited the Rotary Club of Griffin Thursday.Judy, who lives in Roswell, took on the adventure in 1973, shortly after he had graduated from the University of Georgia. It took him 140 days — the exact same time it would take his son Dan 27 years later.
“It’s an entirely different experi-ence than you can imagine,” Judy said, describing it as 

an emotional roller coaster ride. “It takes a lot of mental 
discipline. It was very rewarding.”The concept of the Appalachian Trail was conceived 
by Benton MacKaye in 1920, leading to its completion  ,noitatneserp sih ni dnA .7391 ni

 eerht ta dekool yduJgenerations to hike the Appalachian Trail — the World 

War II generation, the Baby Boomers and Generation 
X.

The first person to ever complete the trail was Earl 
Shaffer, a Pennsylvania farm boy and World War II 
veteran who — despite being warned not to try it — 
accomplished the task in 1948 in 124 days.Shaffer repeated the entire hike in 1965 and again in 1998 at age 78, the latter journey to commemorate the 50th anniversary of his first hike.

Throughout the years, much has changed for those attempting to become thru-hikers — hikers who complete the trail within one year. Unlike its early years, the trail itself is currently in phenom-enal shape, said Judy, crediting the approximate 6,000 volunteers each 
year for this achievement.Access to food and hiking gear have changed as 
well, and so has the culture.“The trail is now a cultural and social experience 
more than a wilderness experience,” said Judy, who is  SEE TRAIL/PAGE A2

Rotary Club hears from man completing Appalachian TrailBY THOMAS HOEFERSTAFF WRITER 
.COM

RAY LIGHTNER/DAILY NEWS
 

the Solid Waste Department for his 25 years of 
dedicated service to the city. Central Services 
Director Phill Francis told Sands,out anything to say bad about you,” adding “it’s 

an honor for me to do this.” Francis told the city 
commissioners “that smile you see never 
leaves. Albert delivers all our containers and 
spends time with the citizens to explain the 
recycling program.”

WANT TO ATTEND?Since space is limited, those wishing to attend should call 678-972-1651 to reserve a space. For more information, call James Johnston at 404-983-1192.

Performing solid work for a quarter-century
LaCraw Engineering is working with the applicant and at the city’s request, will push the project back about 10 feet and reduce the number of parking spaces down to 40 to get additional landscaping in at the corner. Moving the project back required a rear set back reduction from 30 to 20 feet, but restored the 

the city commissioners had asked for.

The concept of the Appalachian Trail was conceived by Benton MacKaye in 1920, leading to its completion in 1937. And in his presentation, (Richard) Judy looked at three generations to hike the Appalachian Trail — the World War II generation, the Baby Boomers and Generation X.

5 Days A Week! 
Tuesday-Friday & Sunday!

Celebrating 143 Years of editorial and 
advertising excellence in Spalding County. 

We offer SAME DAY delivery service of the 
Griffin Daily News through the mail to the 
following areas for only $13.75 per month. 

Butts, Lamar, Pike & Upson counties. 
Call for details!

For advertising and subscription rates, 
call 770-227-3276



JAIME HALL (Dennis Sanders) began acting at the 
age of six as Tiny Tim in A Christmas Carol. After 
a long break, he began acting again upon entering 
high school. Jaime has been seen in fifteen shows 
in the past three years and has been nominated for 
the Georgia Governor’s Honors program for acting. 
He is also a member of the Georgian Thespian 

Conference Opening Number. He has most recently been seen as Sam 
Wheat in Ghost the Musical at Houston County High School, Josh in 
9 to 5 at Theatre Macon, and as Lumiere in Beauty and the Beast at 
Macon Little Theatre.

BRYSON HOLLOWAY (Reverand Mervin 
Oglethorpe) recently appeared as Mr. Gilmer in 
To Kill A Mockingbird. He has been quite active 
with Main Street Players the past two seasons, 
having delighted audiences playing multiple 
characters in The Dining Room, Ludie Watts in The 
Trip to Bountiful, Thurston Wheelis and others 

in Greater Tuna, and In the Mood - A Class Act Cabaret with his 
music group out of Macon. A 2009 graduate of Mercer University, 
Bryson is no newcomer to the stage, having performed in over 35 
productions across central Georgia. Favorite roles include John 
Adams in 1776, Thomas Andrews in Titanic: a New Musical, Bob 
Wallace in White Christmas, Brave Sir Robin in Spamalot, and Lord 
Evelyn Oakleigh in Anything Goes (Theatre Macon), along with Tom 
Wingfield in The Glass Menagerie (Macon Little Theatre). “Love to my 
beautiful wife, Catie. Thanks to this wonderful company!”

CATHERINE HOLLOWAY (June Sanders) is 
pleased to be a part of her first show at Main Street 
Players.  Originally from Atlanta, she is currently 
the Music Director at Georgia Academy for the 
Blind in Macon. A graduate of Mercer University 
and Georgia College and State University, Catherine 
holds a bachelor and master’s degree in Music 

Education. Her past roles in Macon have included Shelby in Steal 
Magnolias, Virtue in Anything Goes, Aggie in The Games Afoot!, Lucy 
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the Slut, and Mrs. Thistletwat in Avenue Q, and Elaine in Calendar 
Girls. She was a member of the ensemble in White Christmas, 
Cinderella and Spamalot! 

BRIAN OLSON (Stanley Sanders) has been 
singing, dancing, playing music, and performing in 
the theatre scene in Middle Georgia for five years 
now. He has appeared in fifteen shows over those 
years since moving to Macon with his amazing 
wife, Georgia. When not moonlighting on stage, 
Brian teaches Spanish and ESOL classes at Peach 

County High School. He would like to express his many thanks to 
Billy for the opportunity to spend time with some of his best friends.

GEORGIA OLSON (Vera Sanders) is originally 
from England, but has now been living in Georgia 
for 13 years. She has spent the last 8.5 years in 
Macon with her husband, Brian. She currently 
teaches chemistry at Mount de Sales and is very 
active in the local theatres. Her previous credits at 
Theatre Macon and Macon Little Theatre include 

Swell Party (Libby Holman), Smokey Joe’s Cafe, Wedding Singer 
(Linda), The Game’s Afoot (Madge), Meet Me In St. Louis (Katie), 
Titanic (Caroline Neville), Rocky Horror Show (Magenta), Bedroom 
Farce (Jan), Much Ado About Nothing (Margaret), and Yankee Tavern 
(Janet). She was also seen in Faulty Towers (Polly) with the Perry 
Players.

KELSEY TINSMAN (Denise Sanders) is currently 
pursuing her Master’s in Vocal Performance 
from the Townsend School of Music at Mercer 
University. She received her Bachelor of Arts in 
Vocal Performance from Wesleyan College. In the 
past year, she has been cast in the Mercer University 

Opera productions Alcina (Oberto) and A Muskrat Lullaby (Bird). 
She can be seen in the upcoming Mercer production of Oklahoma! 
as Ado Annie. She would like to thank everyone who has helped to 
make this production possible!
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BOBBY HALL (Deacon Rufus Pendergrass) is a 
graduate of Mercer’s Townsend School of Music. 
He is pleased to show off his country roots with 
his friends in this production of Sanders Family 
Christmas. He and his wife, Emily, teach private 
music lessons at Young America Music School in 
Macon. Merry Christmas!!!

CURTIS BROWN (Lighting Design/Technician) 
just appeared as Walter Cunningham and Nathan 
Radley in To Kill A Mockingbird. He is proud to be 
working still with Main Street Players since its 2nd 
season, with To Kill a Mockingbird back in 2002. 
He has performed and worked with Main Street in 
some capacity almost every season since.  Curtis 

has worked with professional theatres across the country. Some of his 
favorites roles have been Freddy in Dirty Rotten Scoundrels, Amos 
in Chicago, and the Thurston rotation in The Tuna series. Curtis is 
designing costumes and lights for this amazing production. He hopes 
that you will enjoy the show! 

JENNA SNIDEMILLER (Lighting Technician) 
is taking a different role for this play. Usually in 
front of the audience, she has delighted us with her 
portrayals of Miss Maudie in To Kill A Mockingbird,  
Chick Boyle in Crimes of the Heart, Thelma in The 
Trip to Bountiful, and multiple roles in Dashing 
Through the Snow. She is a recent UGA graduate 

with a degree in both Theater and Art History. She has performed on 
the Gordon State College stage for the past eight years in productions 
such as The Crucible, The 25th Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee, 
and A Funny Thing Happened on the Way to the Forum. While taking 
a break before Graduate school Jenna has returned home to the stage 
and hopes to continue playing at the Main Street Theater.
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BJ HUGHES (Scenic Designer) is beginning 
his fifth season as resident scenic designer for 
Main Street Players. Favorite shows he designed 
include To Kill A Mockingbird, Crimes of the 
Heart, A Trip to Bountiful, Titanic, the Musical, 
and Cotton Patch Gospel. In addition, he has 
directed and designed Crimes of the Heart, A Trip 

to Bountiful, Deathtrap, Ten Little Indians, On Golden Pond, and The 
Little Foxes. BJ has also produced and designed over 100 productions 
for Alliance Theatre Education, as well as directed more than 80 
of them. He has been a teaching artist there for 28 years and is 
currently the resident designer for Chattahoochee High School. As 
an actor, BJ toured America for three years in classical productions 
of Shakespeare and Molière before settling in Atlanta where he has 
performed at the Theatrical Outfit, Horizon Theater, Theatre in the 
Square, and at the Alliance Theatre.

NORMA RICHARDSON (Artistic Director) 
marks her 15th season with Main Street Players. 
Her theatre experience includes acting, directing, 
writing and production management. She has been 
involved with theatre for most of her life and has 
appeared on a number of Atlanta stages among 
others. With Main Street, her credits include To 
Kill A Mockingbird, Titanic: A New Musical, 

Tuesday’s With Morrie, Every Christmas Story Ever Told (and Then 
Some), Mama Won’t Fly, Our Town. On-stage productions include 
Driving Miss Daisy, The Little Foxes, The Guys, Steel Magnolias, 
Driving Miss Daisy, Grace & Glorie, and Same Time Next Year. Her 
career in television began with Turner Broadcasting/CNN. After 
leaving Turner, she was an Executive Vice President with Primerica 
and General Manager for their corporate television production 
department for over 20 years. She is a native of Griffin, Georgia, and 
is the Founding Artistic Director of Main Street Players.

Please recycle your bottles, cans, and paper in the 
recycle bin located outside the front of the theater.
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Favorite Hits
From Past Seasons

Box Office 770-229-9916
www.mainstreetplayers.org

Join us in celebrating 
15 seasons of 

Music, Comedy, & Drama as 
we relive great moments in 

theatre from our first shows.

April 14-24, 2016

This endearing musical fantasy is the 
world’s longest running musical. Its 
universal themes of love, deception 
and hope resonates universally. A 
delightful evening of theatre.

Music by Harvey Schmidt 
and Lyrics by Tom Jones

May 26-June 5, 2016

By Neil Simon

This hilarious comedy is celebrating 
its 50th birthday this year and has 
delighted audiences since it first 
premiered on Broadway in 1965.

February 18-28, 2016

By 
Ron Hutchinson

A laugh out loud peek at the 
writing of the Screenplay for 

Margaret Mitchell’s epic
“ Gone With the Wind”.

“ Frankly, my dear, this is one funny play”
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We are proud and happy to support  
Main Street Players  

in our hometown!

Diane B. Hayden, ASA, EA

Robert A. Hayden, DC, PhD, FICC

Ars gratia artis...Semper gratia artis!



Evening Concerts Begin at 7:30 pm; Doors open at 7

For more information call 770-228-3229

Tickets will be mailed to you three weeks before the first concert.

Please fill out and mail (make checks payable) to:
Griffin Area Concert Association
1131 Skyline Drive, Griffin, GA 30224

Name:*                                                                               *

Address:                                                                                    

City:                                          Phone:                                       

State:               ZIP                                                                         

Email:                                                                                           

Enclosed $                       Membership Type                                

Season Ticket Categories:
Regular Adult (1 ticket)              $60
Patron (each)     $70
Sponsor (4 tickets)    $250
Underwriter (6 tickets)   $500
Gold Underwriter (10 tickets)   $1000
Platinum Underwriter (15 tickets)  $1500
Show Sponsor     $2500

All concerts held at the Griffin Auditorium on Taylor St.
Contribution accepted for Student Outreach Program
*Please list name as it should appear on program for patron’s list

See our website at www.griffinconcerts.org
Early Bird Special for Regular Adult -  $50 if payment received by September 1

2015-2016 
Season

Presidio Brass
Thursday, April 7, 2016
Since forming in 2006, Presidio Brass has rocketed to success as the 
face of a bold new generation in brass entertainment. By combining 
a brass quintet, piano and percussion instruments with fresh, 
original arrangements, their unique sound has become a trademark 
for the ensemble from San Diego, California, captivating audiences 
everywhere. In 2013 the they signed a sponsorship deal with Yamaha, 
making them an official Yamaha Performing Ensemble.

VIDA Guitar Quartet
Thursday, October 15, 2015
World-renowned performers Mark Ashford and Helen Sanderson 
join forces with innovative guitar duo Mark Eden & Christopher Stell 
to present “an orchestral palette of colours and effects” (Classic FM) 
in a diverse program. Classical to Gershwin to British Rock.

The Raleigh Ringers
Saturday, August 29, 2015
The Raleigh Ringers is an internationally acclaimed, advanced 
community handbell choir based in Raleigh, North Carolina. 
Since its founding in 1990, The Raleigh Ringers has been 
dazzling concert audiences with unique interpretations of 
sacred, secular and popular music, including famous rock ‘n’ 
roll tunes arranged just for handbells.

Peachtree Jazz Edition
Thursday, February 11, 2016
Peachtree Jazz Edition is recognized as “one of the best 
bands in Atlanta.” This 18 member big band group plays 
the swing favorites of the 30s, 40s, as well as contemporary 
tunes with that classic easy listening and swing dance style. 
Tunes made famous by the masters like Ella Fitzgerald, Frank 
Sinatra, Bobby Darin, Duke Ellington, and more.

Griffin_2015B.indd   2 3/22/2015   3:45:27 PM

SUNNYSIDE PEDIATRICS
Board Certified Pediatricians

Chandana Prabhudev, MD, MS, FAAP
Sridevi Gowravaram, MD, DCH (London), FAAP

Shae Robinson, PA-C, ATC

1661 W. McIntosh Road
Griffin, GA 30223 770-233-4668

Thank you for your consideration.

Main Street Players is a 15-year-old non-
profit 501 (c) (3) organization. As such, we 
rely on the overwhelming generosity of our 
supporters to operate. While our ticket sales 
provide part of the financial support for our 
productions, additional dollars and services 
are needed. We are certainly aware of the 
current tough economic climate that affects 
everyone; however, there are many ways other 
than monetary donations in which you can 
help support our theatre. 

Evening Concerts Begin at 7:30 pm; Doors open at 7

For more information call 770-228-3229

Tickets will be mailed to you three weeks before the first concert.

Please fill out and mail (make checks payable) to:
Griffin Area Concert Association
1131 Skyline Drive, Griffin, GA 30224

Name:*                                                                               *

Address:                                                                                    

City:                                          Phone:                                       

State:               ZIP                                                                         

Email:                                                                                           

Enclosed $                       Membership Type                                

Season Ticket Categories:
Regular Adult (1 ticket)              $60
Patron (each)     $70
Sponsor (4 tickets)    $250
Underwriter (6 tickets)   $500
Gold Underwriter (10 tickets)   $1000
Platinum Underwriter (15 tickets)  $1500
Show Sponsor     $2500

All concerts held at the Griffin Auditorium on Taylor St.
Contribution accepted for Student Outreach Program
*Please list name as it should appear on program for patron’s list

See our website at www.griffinconcerts.org
Early Bird Special for Regular Adult -  $50 if payment received by September 1

2015-2016 
Season

Presidio Brass
Thursday, April 7, 2016
Since forming in 2006, Presidio Brass has rocketed to success as the 
face of a bold new generation in brass entertainment. By combining 
a brass quintet, piano and percussion instruments with fresh, 
original arrangements, their unique sound has become a trademark 
for the ensemble from San Diego, California, captivating audiences 
everywhere. In 2013 the they signed a sponsorship deal with Yamaha, 
making them an official Yamaha Performing Ensemble.

VIDA Guitar Quartet
Thursday, October 15, 2015
World-renowned performers Mark Ashford and Helen Sanderson 
join forces with innovative guitar duo Mark Eden & Christopher Stell 
to present “an orchestral palette of colours and effects” (Classic FM) 
in a diverse program. Classical to Gershwin to British Rock.

The Raleigh Ringers
Saturday, August 29, 2015
The Raleigh Ringers is an internationally acclaimed, advanced 
community handbell choir based in Raleigh, North Carolina. 
Since its founding in 1990, The Raleigh Ringers has been 
dazzling concert audiences with unique interpretations of 
sacred, secular and popular music, including famous rock ‘n’ 
roll tunes arranged just for handbells.

Peachtree Jazz Edition
Thursday, February 11, 2016
Peachtree Jazz Edition is recognized as “one of the best 
bands in Atlanta.” This 18 member big band group plays 
the swing favorites of the 30s, 40s, as well as contemporary 
tunes with that classic easy listening and swing dance style. 
Tunes made famous by the masters like Ella Fitzgerald, Frank 
Sinatra, Bobby Darin, Duke Ellington, and more.
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February 18-28, 2016

By 
Ron Hutchinson

A laugh out loud peek at the 
writing of the Screenplay for 

Margaret Mitchell’s epic
“ Gone With the Wind”.

“ Frankly, my dear, this is one funny play”

Our Next Show

Box Office 770-229-9916
www.mainstreetplayers.org



In Loving Memory

DonnaBrown

Sue Savage




