Main Street Players
presents

L/ I
QF ) B} Tom Dudzick
I f ; H

é
November 8-19, 2023







A Message from the Director

What a pleasure to direct Tom Dudzick’s Miracle on South
Division Street.

When | first read this play, | thought it was a light and funny
piece of theatre. That is true, however, the more | read it and
began to work on directing it, | discovered that there was
much more under the surface. While this is not your traditional
Christmas story, it is at its essence about love and family.

What a joy to work with such a terrific cast on this journey of
discovery. Thank you, Reece, Mackenzie, Marian and Elise for
going on this journey with me. As we began to work on the story
of the Nowak family and peel back the layers, we found their
struggles with belief, identity, secrets and truth. While the telling
of their story is done with humor there are moments that are
thought provoking and moments that touch the heart.

Theatre is about telling stories. Everyone has a story and it is
my belief that through our stories we can discover that we have
much more in common as human beings than we do that is
different.

Now, | am delighted to present the story of the Nowaks of
Buffalo, NY.

Enjoy,
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By Tom Dudzick

D[ (=T ox o] SRR Norma Richardson
ScCeNiC DESIGNET ... BJ Hughes
Master Carpenter..........cccoveeeeeeiiieeeeeeiiiinn Frank Dansby
Stage Manager.........ccooovvviiiiiiiiiiiiie e, Keith Potter
Costume DesSign ......ccoevvevvriiiiiiiciiiieee Norma Richardson
Lighting Design and Technician...............c.......... Nate Barnes
Sound Design.............. Norma Richardson and Curtis Brown
Sound TechniCian .........ccccoeeiiiiiiie, Nate Barnes
Production Assistant...........cccccvvveeeiiiiiiiiiinnneenn. Janice Aiken
Set Construction................... Frank Dansby, Bobbie Hannon,

BJ Hughes, Dan Jennings, Alan Manno,
and Keith Potter

Publicity .......ooori Norma Richardson
and Marian Sorensen
BOX OffiCe ...ccvviiiiiiiiie i, Shirley Beall

and Phyllis Waldrep

“Miracle on South Division Street” was originally produced by Penguin Repertory Theatre,
Stony Point, New York. Joe Brancato, Artistic Director, Andrew M Horn, Executive Director.

Produced by special arrangement with Playscripts,Inc.( www.playscripts.com)

115 North Hill St. Griffin, GA. 30223
GRIFFINDAILY NEWS



SETTING
Time
2010
Buffalo, New York

Place
Kitchen of Clara Nowak
Christmas Eve

Actl
15-Minute Intermission
Actll
Epilogue

(several days later)

The Players

(In order of Appearance)

Jimmy Nowak .........coovvveviiiiiiiiiiieee e, Reece Breedlove Il

Ruth Nowak..........ccooiiiiiiiiiiiieeccccee Mackenzie Kelley

Clara NOWaK ......oeeeieee e Marian Sorensen

Beverly Nowak...........cccoeiiiiiiiiiiiiiiin Elise Wright




The Players

REECE BREEDLOVE Il (Jimmy Nowak) last appeared

as Jack in The Tin Woman. Other roles at MSP include
Jacob Marley in Jacob Marley’s Christmas Carol, Prince
Carpenter in Foxfire and Jimmy Burrhead in Hank Williams:
Lost Highway. He has also worked as the production audio
technician for The Savannah Sipping Society and the
assistant stage manager on The Wild Women of Winedale.
Reece studied theater at Columbus State University and
graduated from Georgia Tech with a BS in Civil Engineering.

He is excited to be back on the stage and hopes you enjoy the show!
“I don't know if | am an actor or if | just play one on stage...”

MACKENZIE KELLEY (Ruth Nowak) is new to the Griffin
area. She is a recent graduate from Columbus State
University, where she received her BSEd degree in Theatre
Education. She is now the theatre teacher at Spalding High
School. Some of her credits include Lucille (Jingle Bells,
Batman Smells), Jemilla (Firebringer), Miss Rosemary
(Cows Don't Fly and Other Known Facts), and Peter Quince
(A Midsummer Nights Dream). She has loved the process

here at Main Street Players. She wants to thank her family and boyfriend for
always supporting her passion for theatre and hopes everyone enjoys the

show!

¥ MARIAN SORENSEN (Clara Nowak) spent 26 years in

the Atlanta area and has performed and/or directed on the
stages at The Alliance Theatre, Theatrical Outfit, Open City
Theatre and Theatre in the Square. Some of her favorite
roles at MSP include Grace Bodell in Fireflies, Mrs. Dubose
in To Kill A Mockingbird, Carrie Watts in A Trip to Bountiful,
Ethel in On Golden Pond, and Dot in The Savannah Sipping
Society. She is indebted to Norma Richardson for her
tenacity and perseverance in keeping MSP open for 22 years

and for allowing her to play such a different role in this quirky, beautiful story
of the Nowak’s miracle. Much love to my supportive husband, Neil!

ELISE WRIGHT (Beverly Nowak) was last seen as Shelby
in Steel Magnolias and Helsa Wensel in The Musical Comedy
Murders of 1940. Previous roles at MSP include Holly Burrell
in Foxfire, Karol in Another Night Before Christmas, and

Abby in Now and Then. Some of her other credits include
Alice in Wonderland (Queen of Arts), Cinderella (Stepsister),
and Silent Sky (Annie Jump Cannon). Elise graduated from
Lees-McRae College with a theatre arts degree. She is also
grateful for everyone coming to support the arts!



Artistic Staff and Crew

JANICE AIKEN (Production Assistant) has helped
behind the scenes on many MSP productions. Onstage
performances include War of the Worlds: The Panic
Broadcast, A Trip to Bountiful, Inherit the Wind and To Kill
a Mockingbird. She was recognized by the GAAA Heart for
the Arts as Main Street Player’s Most Valuable Volunteer
for the 2016-2017 season. Janice serves on our board and
has been volunteering for Main Street Players since the
fall of 2012. She has been invaluable to our organization
and has worked the Box Office, sold concessions, ushered, trained others
to usher, answered the phones, helped clean the theatre prior to openings,
worked set construction, repaired props and is an integral part of our
Theater for Young Audiences program.

NATE BARNES (Lighting Designer/Lighting Technician)
has been the Griffin Spalding County School System’s
Auditorium manager for the past ten years. During this
time, he has worked in both audio and lighting. Nate has
experience in lighting and audio for several theatrical,
ballet, and concert organizations. Nate also volunteers

on the audio and visual team at Oak Hill Baptist. He is
honored to work with MSP again and for the opportunities
he has been given.

FRANK DANSBY (Master Carpenter) was Main Street’s
most valuable volunteer for the 2018-2019 season. He
and his wife, Martha, are lifelong supporters of the arts
and in particular theatre. Five years ago Frank joined
Resident Scenic Designer BJ Hughes backstage at Main
Street Players and quickly became a tremendous asset to
the production team. With his background as an airplane
mechanic and his vast knowledge of DIY (do it yourself), he
quickly picked up on the construction techniques specific to
theatre. Frank has worked on twelve productions for Main Street. With his
construction and carpentry skills, he has allowed BJ to expand his vision
of what our productions can look like, resulting in even more professional
looking sets and scenery. Thank you, Frank, for being part of the Main
Street family!

BJ HUGHES (Director/Resident Designer) is enjoying
his thirteenth season with Main Street Players. He is even
more delighted to be celebrating his 52nd anniversary in
professional theatre during which he has worked as an
actor, teacher, director and designer. During his career he
has produced, directed and designed over 150 productions.
BJ is originally from New Jersey. After obtaining a degree
in theatre, he spent four years touring America in classical
repertory before settling in Atlanta where for the next 30
years he acted, taught and directed at the Alliance Theatre. He extends
special thanks to Norma and Marian for inviting him to Griffin and providing
a home with this creative theatre company.



KEITH POTTER (Stage Manager) was the stage manager
for Steel Magnolias. He has been very active in theatre since
serving in the US Army for 20 years in both Germany and
Korea. He has had parts in Annie, Cyrano De Bergerac,
and the traveling production of A Midsummer’s Night Dream
while in Germany. He was stage manager for A Funny Thing
Happened on the Way to the Forum but ended up on stage
when ‘Hero’ had to leave the production before the show
opened. He had multiple parts (apostle, demon, Simon the Zealot, musician)
in Jesus Christ Superstar, ran lights and sound for Greater Tuna and Same
Time Next Year, and had numerous parts in Four Plays for Coarse Actors. He
er_ljr(]))'agglping out behind the scenes and looks forward to many productions
wit .

NORMA RICHARDSON (Artistic Director/Director/

Costume Design) has been involved with theatre for

most of her life and has appeared on a number of Atlanta

stages among others. As a director her credits include:

The Savannah Sipping Society, Jacob Marley’s Christmas

Carol, Another Night Before Christmas, Hank Williams: Lost

Highway, Inherit the Wind, Titanic, the Musical, Tuesday’s

With Morrie, and Our Town. On stage performances include:

Foxfire, Now and Then, The Wild Women of Winedale,
Fireflies, The Lion in Winter, Driving Miss Daisy, Love Letters, The Little
Foxes, Steel Magnolias, and Same Time Next Year. Her career in television
began with Turner Broadcasting/CNN. After leaving Turner, she was an
Executive Vice President with Primerica and General Manager for their
corporate television production department for over 20 years. She is a
n:laltive of Griffin, Georgia and is the Founding Artistic Director of Main Street
Players.

dpecial Iribute
Mr. Donald Spalding Lawn
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Friend and supporter to
Main Street Theatre




TOM DUDZICK

Tom Dudzick is one of the few
playwrights who makes a living at it.
His first play, a Christms tale called
Greetings!, opened at New York's
John Housman Theatre and starred
Darren McGavin anf Greg Edelman.
It is now a holiday favorite across the
country and has had well over one
hundred productions. His next play,
Over the Tavern, the first in a semi-
autobiographical trilogy, has over
three hundred productions under its
belt, with many box office records
broken throughout the U.S. Tavern
has recently spawned a holiday
musical as well, entitled Christmas
Over the Tavern. The Irish adaption, Over the Pub, also broke the box
office record at Cork Arts Theatre in Ireland. Tom has written eight plays
to date, most published by Playscripts, Inc. He was recently honored with
a memorial plaque embedded in front of his boyhood home in Buffalo.
And an even greater honor - he was once a question on Jeopardy!




Author’s Note

Miracle on South Division Street is pure fiction, based on a “ true” local leg-
end. Back in busy bustling 1950s Buffalo, a block and a half from my father’s
tavern, there stood a barbershop. Next to the barbershop was an 18 foot-tall
shrine to The Blessed Virgin Mary- a beautiful life-sized statue encased in
wood, brick and glass. Well, legend had it that the Blessed Mother herself
appeared to this barber and gave him a message for the world concerning
world peace. Whether this miraculous materialization actually tool place is
still a matter of conjecture, but, regardless, there it stood, this monument to
a man'’s faith for us impressionable kids to gawk at and wonder about. The
nuns at St. Pat’s told us not to waste our prayers or coins on the statue as
the mighty Roman Catholic Church had no intention of ever sanctioning this
hokey miracle. And that's how the matter stood at the time | left the neighbor-
hood in 1964.

Fast forward 45 years. My old neighborhood has all but disappeared. Busi-
nesses and homes have succumbed to hard times and neglect. Residents
have fled to the suburbs, and St. Pat’s is gone. But amidst the rubble of ur-
ban blight something still stands, dare | say, “miraculously?” You guessed it,
the shrine to the Blessed Mother- spared from the wrecking ball by a promise
from City Hall, lovingly preserved by a handful of faithful residents, it's creator
long passed away.

| made a pilgrimage to my old neighborhood a number of years ago. | stood
before the shrine-newly Windexed, freshly flow-

ered, it's mail slot still active with donations and

requests for miracles-and | thought to myself,

“There’s a story here”. The real-life details of it's

creation were forever buried with the barber, so |

needed to invent a family.

And here they are. The Nowaks of Buffalo’s East
Side- amalgams of neighborhood characters,
friends and family and a little of myself sprinkled
in. Over the years, | find that I've fallen head over
heels for the Nowaks, with all their crassness,
their squabbles, their secrets and their dreams. |
hope you do as well. Enjoy!

Tom Dudzick

The original shrine,
" Our Lady of Seneca Street”
erected by Buffalo barber
Joseph Battaglia in 1950.
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“ﬂ b Janice Aiken
Susan Brigden
Norma Richardson
President BJ Hughes
Donnie Beall Carlee Love
Board Chairman Janet Prothro
Marian Sorensen
Secretary

¢ In an effort to keep our theater looking its best,

e We ask that you please refrain from bringing anything other ¢

) than bottled water into the auditorium.
o
o

r—Special Thanks
All of our Patrons

Alpha Delta Kappa - Alpha Tau sisters for your
continued support

Junior Guild




Our Supporters for 2023-2024

Friends Circle Up to $99
Lillie Mae Lumpkin

Suzy Pattillo

Peggy Raiteri

Roger Goehring

Victoria Watts

Ensemble Circle $100 - $249

Michael Shivers

Connie Capell

Ellen Thurston

Toni Frey

Bill & Gertrude Landrum
Margaret Johnson

Alice & Andrew Blake
Rick & Wanda Shivers

Hal & Nadine Cowan
Tony & Gwen Martin
Gordon & Betty Erickson
Janet Locke Kindred

Clay & Judy Davis

Peter & Marilyn Droegmiller
Reuben & Linda Craddock
Greg Mortensen

Larry & Janice Nielsen

Dr. Thomas & Donna Hain
Jeff & Alice Empie

Mike & Candy Davis
Leslie Fant

Actor's Circle $250 - $499
Charles & Tish Martin

Ken Bishop

Drs. Brad & Kay Wideman
Jim & Suzanne Campbell
Frederick & Linda Storar
Barbara Dorsey

Harry & Sharon Willard
Susie Brigden & Richard Trull
James & Donna McSpadden
Margie King

Sally Weitzel

Tony & Marla Gardner
Jacquelyn Fears

Frank & Carolyn Harris

Mr. & Mrs. Lewis Brewer Jr.
Brandon & Melissa Tober
Harold & Joyce Brewer

Lee Buechele

Ronald & Joyce Oetting
Kenneth & Janet Barras

Phyllis Waldrep

Toni Turner

Nancy Tharpe

Chuck & Janet Prothro

Star Circle $500 - $999
Nancy Blake

Rita Whitehead

Lewis & Katie Patterson
Chuck & Kathy Taber
Juanda Ponsell

John & Linda Crouch
Galloway & Lyndall, Attorneys at Law
Neil & Marian Sorensen
Kevin & Joyce Malone
Hollis & Millie Bankston
Allyne Baird

James & Linda Fivian
Junada Ponsell

Richard & Eva Schmidler
Ken & Viki Bozeman
Gordon & Elaine Guyett
Alfred & Cathy McClure
Alan Manno

Barry & Ann Cooper

Mrs. Dee Witkowski

Joe & Patti Cramer
United Bank

Bruce Reid

Steven & Mary Jane Royal
Harold & Joyce Key

Director’s Circle $1000 - $4999
Raymond & Diane Smith
Dr. & Mrs. Tom Grayson
David G Newton

Donald & Vera Lawn
Mary Flynn

Dr. Jim & Kathy Gore
Carol Carlisle

The Ingram Foundation
Mickey & Tammie Harp
Niles & Kathy Bolton

Iris City Chiropractic
Judy Cox

Thank you so much?
We could not operate with-
out your generous support.






First Baptist Church of Griffin

70% we LOVED,

and there's nothing you can do about it.







T WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE'S 4

Coming this November 17-19 To | Much Ado

Camelot Theatre Company RS ang e
_ = Not]ru,ng
Directed by :
Lori Bush ’ 5

- 1
2. -
Logan Chase Fagin - a

AND PRESENTING OUR 2024 SEASON

Little House on the Prairie
The Musical

This heartwarming musical follows the Ingalls family’s

journey westward and settlement in De Smet. South

Dakota where Ma and Pa Ingalls hope to make a bet-
ter life for their children.

ey A April 19-21, 2024

Diary of A Wimpy Kid
The Musical

Jeff Kinney's popular character take center stage as
Greg's cartoon diary becomes a hilarious and heartfelt
musical

September 13-15, 2024

ving, exhilarating,
never walked into an

November 15-17, 2024










it just fits!

Discover how Mary Kay
fits into your lifestyle!

Susie Blackshear 770-584-7639

marykay.com/sblackshear

Dorothy Murray

.} oML S m9\0

A

Cell, Home, Studio, Text:
770-468-2989

Griffin, Georgia

e-mail: Dotnote@aol.com

By Ken Ludwig

February 14-25, 2024

N4 Hardwick & Company, LLC

= Certified Public Accountants

Our purpose is to proactively

guide entrepreneurs
to financial peace of mind.

We aim to serve entrepreneurs who are:

= Proactive, forwanrd looking
= Seeking a year-round relationship;
not just a tax return
= Comfonrtable with cloud-based applications
= Already working within the QuickBooks

EI%E

Scan this QR Code to set up a 30 minute
discovery call with Cunrtis A. Hardwick, CPA.









If you have not been receiving emails or postal mailings, please help us out
by updating your current information.

State
Please print legibly




Thanks to Our Volunteers




Areas of Practice

Bodily Injury Local Government
Wrongful Death Business Law
Family Law/Divorce Wills & Probate

Construction Law Real Estate




